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and the solution of social problems is still to seek. We are the neighbours
of Russia who has tried a social experiment on a great scale by putting
down the old institutions and replacing them by others. We have no
wish to imitate her.
When I came here from Magdeburg at the end of the War I had
absolute power in my hands. I could have kept it, but I saw that Poland
must be prudent, because she was new and poor; she had to avoid
hazardous experiments. The Right and the Left with us are about
equal, as the weak majorities by which our social laws were passed
proved. For the moment we must remain as we are, without essaying
adventures with the Right or the Left. Morality in public life is the
essential thing. A great effort of honesty is needed after the demoraliza-
tion caused by the years of war and the centuries of slavery. I have
friends in the Right and in the Left, but Poland cannot recover on a
policy of party—the country and myself have had enough of these
labels and programmes.
On May 31, 1926, the National Assembly elected Pilsudski
President by 292 votes to 193 for Bninski, the candidate of the
Right, and Governor (Wojewodd) of Poznan. The Assembly
was composed of 554 deputies and senators; the total strength
of the Right was 206 votes, of the Centre 96, of the Left 135 and
of the National Minorities in; there were 6 Communists; but
69 either gave in blank papers or abstained from voting. When
the result was officially announced, Bartel, accompanied by
Rataj and Trampczynski, the Marshals respectively of the Seym
and the Senate, went to Pilsudski and informed him of his election.
PILSUDSKI DECLINES
Pilsudski said that he regarded the vote of the National Assembly
as giving a legal consecration to his intervention; nevertheless
he had no intention of accepting the Presidency. He gave his
reasons in a letter sent that day to Rataj. After thanking the
Assembly he observed that this was the second time his historical
actions had been legalized, actions, however, which had often
been subjected to a malevolent opposition. He was glad that on
this occasion he had not been elected unanimously, as in 1919;
there were now less treachery and falseness in Poland than there
were then. He could not accept the Presidency. There were things
he could not forget. He could not forget the corpse of Narutowicz,
whom he had not been able to save from assassination, nor the

